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LEEPHAN

A table made of cane

T | Communit

/ Meitei

Place of collection

orae, HA9raE
Bishnupur, Manipur

Introduction

Leephan (Lee = cane; Phan =table), literally means table
made of cane. It is widely used both by the hill tribes and
plain people of Manipur especially for the purpose of
serving meal. Although, Leephan appears in different
forms and sizes, the primary function is to serve the

purpose of dining. However, the Mei

community in
the valley of the state, use Leephan in other aspects of
their social and religious life also. It is also said that the
most beautiful and large form of Leephan s were used
as a receptacle of giving honour and rewards by the
King and tribal Chief. The present exhibit explains the
socio-cultural relevance, excellence of craft technique
and cultural beliefs concerning with the uses of Leephan

in Manipur.



TECHNIQUES OF CONSTRUCTION
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Two different species of Cane are predominantly used;
larger one for the structural frame while smaller as
decorative and binding elements. Circular, Oval or
Oblong shape rings for base and upper rim of the
platform are set at the beginning. It is reinforced with
vertically aligned uniform cane support between
the lower and upper rings where intricate design
is produced with the use of small cane elements.
The upper platform is obtained with uniformly
arranged horizontal cane or bamboo sticks which are
beautifully tied with cane strips cross wise providing a
unique pattern of a woven design that gives Leephan

aspecial identity.
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out at night, the soul of the members
of the family also would lie outside the
house. When an important occasion
comes up for a family and

loosely woven basket or tray is kept facing
the sky to stop the rain. (Bahadur.M.
2013)

When Meiteis buy Leephan , there is a
practice to count the number of binds
with Chang (life) and Shi (death). They
choose the bind which ends with Chang a

belief of good omen.




