
Introduction
Leephan (Lee = cane; Phan =table), literally means table 

made of cane. It is widely used both by the hill tribes and 

plain people of Manipur especially for the purpose of 

serving meal. Although, Leephan appears in different 

forms and sizes, the primary function is to serve the 

purpose of dining. However, the Meitei community in 

the valley of the state, use Leephan in other aspects of 

their social and religious life also. It is also said that the 

most beautiful and large form of Leephan s were used 

as a receptacle of giving honour and rewards by the 

King and tribal Chief. The present exhibit explains the 

socio-cultural relevance, excellence of craft technique 

and cultural beliefs concerning with the uses of Leephan  

in Manipur.

ifjp;
yh Qku ¼yh¾csar] Qku¾est½ dk 'kkfCnd vFkZ csar ls 

fufeZr est gSA bldk iz;ksx o`gn :i ls e.khiqj esa ioZrh; 

tutkfr;ksa vkSj eSnkuh yksxksa ds }kjk fo’ks"kr% Hkkstu  

ijkslus gsrq fd;k tkrk gSA ;|fi yhQku dbZ vkdkj vkSj 

izdkjksa esa feyrk gS fdUrq bldk eq[; iz;kstu Hkkstu  

ijksluk gh gSA ;|fi jkT; dh ?kkVh esa eSrsbZ leqnk; vius 

lkekftd vkSj /kkfeZd thou ds vU; i{kksa esa Hkh bldk 

mi;ksx djrs gSA dgk tkrk gS fd yhQku ds vR;ar [kwclwjr 

vkSj cMs+ :iksa dk mi;ksx jktk vkSj leqnk; izeq[k }kjk 

lEeku vkSj iqjLdkj nsus gsrq ,d lanwd ds :i esa fd;k tkrk 

FkkA izLrqr izkn'kZ lkekftd&lkaLd`frd lanHkZ] f'kYi rduhd 

dh mRd`"Vrk vkSj e.khiqj esa yhQkax ds mi;ksx ls lacaf/kr 

lkaLd`frd fo'oklksa dh O;k[;k gSA
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fuekZ.k rduhd
Two different species of Cane are predominantly used; 

larger one for the structural frame while smaller as 

decorative and binding elements. Circular, Oval or 

Oblong shape rings for base and upper rim of the 

platform are set at the beginning. It is reinforced with 

vertically aligned uniform cane support between 

the lower and upper rings where intricate design 

is produced with the use of small cane elements. 

The upper platform is obtained with uniformly 

arranged horizontal cane or bamboo sticks which are 

beautifully tied with cane strips cross wise providing a 

unique pattern of a woven design that gives Leephan  

a special identity. 

yhQku ds fuekZ.k esa csar dh nks fofHkUu iztkfr;k¡ 

lajpukRed [kkds gsrq cM+h okyh tcfd ltkoV vkSj  

cka/kus ds fy, NksVh csar dk iz;ksx fd;k tkrk gSA est 

ds vkdkj ds vuqlkj vk/kkj rFkk epku dh Åijh dksj 

gsrq o`Rrkdkj] v.Mkdkj ;k yEckdkj oy; 'kq: esa gh 

r; dj yh tkrh gSA ;g fupys vkSj Åijh ?ksjs ds chp  

yEcor~ [kM+h jgdj leku csar ls] tgka NksVh csar ds 

MqdM+ksa ls ckjhd fMt+kbu rS;kj dh tkrh gS] dks lgkjk 

nsrh gSA est dk Åijh Hkkx ckal dh [kifPp;ksa dks csar 

dh iryh ifê;ksa ls cM+s gh lqanj <+ax ls vkM+k cka/kdj vkSj 

leku :i ls lekUrj O;ofLFkr dj rS;kj fd;k tkrk 

gS tks fd yhQku dks mldh fof'k"V igpku vkSj cqukbZ 

dk ,d vuks[kk fMt+kbu iznku djrk gSA
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fo'okl vkSj vfHkfØ;k,¡ / BELIEFS AND PRACTICES
 Meiteis believed that if the basket is kept 

out at night, the soul of the members 

of the family also would lie outside the 

house. When an important occasion 

comes up for a family and it is raining, a 

loosely woven basket or tray is kept facing 

the sky to stop the rain. (Bahadur.M. 

2013)

 When Meiteis buy Leephan , there is a 

practice to count the number of binds 

with Chang (life) and Shi (death). They 

choose the bind which ends with Chang a 

belief of good omen.

 eSrsbZ yksxksa dk fo'okl gS fd ;fn jkr esa dksbZ 

Vksdjh ckgj NksM+ nh tkrh gS rks ifjtuksa dh 

vkRek,¡ Hkh ?kj ds ckgj gh jg tkrh gSA tc 

Hkh fdlh ifjokj esa dksbZ egRoiw.kZ volj 

gksrk gS vkSj ckfj'k gks jgh gksrh gS rks ckfj'k 

dks jksdus ds fy, ,d <hyh&<+kyh cquh gqbZ Vks-

djh vkdk'k dh vksj eqag djds j[k nh tkrh gS 

¼cgknqj ,e- 2013½A

 tc Hkh dksbZ eSrsbZ yksx yhQku [kjhnrs 

gS rks og xBkuksa dh x.kuk pkax ¼thou½ 

vkSj 'kh ¼e`R;q½ ls djrk gS vkSj 'kqHk 'kxqu 

ekudj pkax ij xkaB iw.kZ gksus okyh yhQku 

dks pqurs gSA


