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| Introduction
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Ornaments of Himanchali women

Silver ornaments in Himalaya belt is mainly
consisted of silver, as gold has been a rare and
precious metal. There are ornaments which are
meant for special occasions while some of the
others are for daily use. The love of Himanchali
women for ornaments is well known. It is a
alled Stree Dhan and
a symbol of Suhag (married bliss) .The women,
of course wear ornaments profusely and

symbol of her status;

during the festival of marriage they bring out
all their
from head to toe. She will never accept parting

and decorate

from them. Itis only in case of death, when she
doesn’t wear any ornaments.
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Ornaments & Ornamentation

1. MURKHULI - The main ear ornament is an ear ring with
beautiful decorative work done on it. The ear ring is
made of a moulded silver coil around which a thin
silver wire run in spiral form. It is normally worn on
lobes of the ears.

2. MALA - Mala is a cresicent shaped necklace. It has no
loose parts and is made out of broad silver sheet. Its
two ends are shaped in the form of a round knob. The
central portion of mala is comparatively thick.

3. CHATTA - The main ornament for forhead is Chatta. It
has central pendent in trangular shape provided

with small giggling bells attached to its lower parts.
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Normally workshop is set up in a verandah. A room may be well
exposed to day light. The essential implements of a goldsmith's
workshop are the typical forge and an anvil, pitched into the ground
or into a portable wooden block. There are a number of small tools.
These may include bellows, blow pipes, brass iron, and wooden
blocks, clay crucibles, chisels, dies, driller, files, impression pens,
hammers, kerosene lamp, mallets, pincers, reja- a long narrow
trough to mould the melted metal into a long bar, saws, scissors,
steel drawing plates bearing holes of different sizes, and tongs.
All these tools are within his easy reach and are used frequently.
Sometimes there is a shelf or a hanger fixed on the wall, on which
some of the tools are placed. In addition there may be a wooden or a
tin box, used for keeping the tools. When the work is over at sunset,
tools are kept in it. rarely do goldsmiths work under the light of a

wick lamp.



