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GARUDASAN

An altar for the worship of Holy Scriptures
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Introduction

‘Garudasan is a three tiered wooden platform used by the families of the
Assamese Vaisnavas to set a place of worship in the specified place of
the house. This colourful wooden altar is used for worshiping the Holy
Scriptures like the Bhagata Purana, Gunamala etc. Garuda (an Eagle),
being the vehicle of Lord Vishnu, this Asana (altar) is named after the

Unlike
the massively built structure of Singhasana (multitiered wooden altar
for Holy Scripture) worshipped in the Satras (Vaisnavite Monastries), the
three tiered is

meant for at home,

The faith in the worship of Holy Scriptures using Asanas (altar for Holy
Scriptures) is said to have emerged with the neo-vaisnavite movement
in the late 15th Century AD, laid by Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardev

and his disciples. This exhibition attempts to describe the socio-cultural

Assamese Vaisnavites

and the thought lingering with the religious

the

es and Assam.




Significance of the structure
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The three tiered Garudasana is believed to have been
founded with the Vaisnavite preachings of the Gunamala

(aHoly i pl iption of the
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scripture is placed
ipand it

Lord) i i tier of the altar for worship.
It is said that the three tiers represent three important

represents Satya’
(Truth)

Second Tier

m (Satya), (2) Kindness
(Daya) and (3) Forgiveness (Kshyama) which essentially
is required for a successful Grihasthi, married and family

anegis Dy life. Srimanta laid this essence
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shyama’ and the ings of the isnavite phil for
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a better society. He firmly believed that “where there is
Bhakta (devotee), there is Lord"; the Asana (altar) seated
on Garuda is a perfect example of the Lord and his Bhakta
(devotee); the presence of Garudasana in the household
itself is believed to accord the benign presence of the Lord.



TS D CATTAT / Establishment of Asanas (Altars)
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When a new house s constructed,
the Vaisnava family in Assam
endorses to establish a place of
worship in the house. The family
will visit the Satra (Vaishnava
Monastry) and pray to the
Satradhikar (Head of the Satra)
for setting up Garudasana for the
family. Satradhikar will appoint
a specialised Bhagat (monk)
to visit the house and provide
appropriate religious service to
them. Satradhikar (Head of the
Satra) being the highest authority
of the Satra is entitled only for
establishing Singhasana (multi-
tiered altar) in the Namghar



