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Murudung

An Indigenous Khond musical percussion drum
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Introduction
The Khonds or Kandha's constituted one of the principal
igil of the hills of district in Odisha. The
district is a home land of various tribal communities along
with their sub-tribes, who are predominantly found in
different levels of from hunter
shifting cultivators to settled peasantry. In which Khonds
are one of the tribal community inhabited in the Eastern
Ghats in Rayagada district of Southern Odisha. The Khond
or Kandha is the largest tribe of the Odisha state in terms of
population; Khonds call themselves ‘Kui’ which is “Kuinga” in
the plural form. The music of Khond tribe is very popular and
digenous in nature, amused themselves in various ways
larly such as marriages, religious festivals, bhajans etc.
This musical object offers a variety of detail facts i.e. socio,
cultural, ethno-musical and indigenous knowledge of this
tribe shaped by its cultural context.
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Description and Signification

The open ends of the clay percussion musical drum wrapped by colorful

threads, covered by cow skin of both ends tighten by animal leather
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straps are beaten by
sound. They clay body (fired), thin coloured cotton threads of green, red,
blue and yellow, cow leather, straps and a small rope. It is a double sided
membranous musical drum made of hollow clay body wrapped with a
thin layer of colourful threads on its base covered by animal skin of both
sides of the drum It is more barrel shape attains maximum diameter in
the middle it seems like ‘Myrobolan” shape. The open ends of the body

pletely covered by the broad ci heet of animal skin.
The stretched skin is pept in position by lrymg it firmly with the skin
covered circular rings fitted on the body at the close proximity of its
opening ends. Thin but strong strap of a skin is again made to pass over
the body, connecting the two opposite ends of the body. The straps are
lying close to each other. In the entire process of making strictly followed
by indigenous methods that is the unique feature of this musical drum.
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Murudung is derived from two Sanskrit words “Mrid” means
clay and “Ang” means body, probably it was made of clay. This
indigenous Khond musical drum is an ancient that has been
enjoyed for many centuries, the drum is the sign of lfe, its beat is
the heart beat of the community. The Khond tribal village, being
situated on the top of a lofty hill, commands a panoramic view of
the surrounding hilly country with its dense forest dotted with
slash and burn cultivation is the chief method practice by the
Khonds to grow crops
agricultural fields and widely scattered hills and perennial winter
bodies. Living in different surroundings, the economic Ille of the
khonds became different from
the people of the plains. They
have great respect for thei
social customs, also fond of
musical  performance and | ‘i
dancing.

is called ‘dahi’ or Jhum cultivation. The
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