
M ask of  Mytholo gic al  charac ter

ikSjkf.kd ik=ksa dk eq[kkSVk

cksgM+k&lksgax  
B ohada-S ohang

ifjp; & egkjk"Vª jkT; ds Bk.ks ftys ds togkj  
rglhy fLFkr xzke dksdnk esa fuokljr dksad.kk tutkfr esa  
ikSjkf.kd ik=ksa ds lksgax ¼eq[kksVs½ cksgkMk u`R; gsrq cukus 
dh ijaijk gSA ;g u`R; ;qok ihf<+;ksa ds fy, lkaL—frdj.k 
,oa lekthdj.k dh çfØ;k dks le`) djus ds fy, fd;k 
tkrk gSA  cksgM+k vius vki esa ,d laLFkk gS] D;ksafd ;g 
esytksy] /keZ] dyk] u`R; :iksa] laxhr] lkekftd laca/kksa] 
vuq"Bku] feFkdksa] bfrgkl] ukVd] ekSleh pØ] lkekftd 
,dtqVrk cuk;s j[kus esa lekt dh ;qok ih<+h dh laL—fr 
dks thoar j[kus gsrq ,d eap gSA ;g xzke ds laxBukRed 
{kerk vkSj lkaL—frd rFkk cgq&tkrh; ,drk dks c<+kok 
nsrk gSA ;g ,d lkekftd 'kfä :i esa xzke ds yksxksa 
dks ,d tqV djrk gSA 
		
lHkh lksgax muds nsoh&nsorkvksa ds o.kZ] LoHkko vkSj 
ekuork dks cuk, j[kus esa 'kfä;ksa dh Hkwfedk ,oa lHkh 
vuq"Bkfud çfØ;kvksa ds Øe dks fu;fer djrs gS lkFk gh 
blds lkFk lksgax ls tqMs feFkdksa dks ekSleh pØ vkSj vkfFkZd 
laxBuksa ds vk/kkj ij O;ofLFkr R;ksgkjksa ds ek/;e ls  
vfHku;] xk;u vkSj u`R; çfrek }kjk leqnk;ksa dks lkFk 
leUo; djds vU; leqnk;ksa ds lkFk lkekftd ,drk dks 
cuk;s j[krs gq, vius ikjaifjd dyk :iksa dks lajf{kr dj 
lkaL—frd fojklr dks lgsts gq, gSaA

 

INTRODUCTION - Jawhar village in Thane district of 
Maharashtra has the culture of preparing wooden masks 
known as Sohang represent the mythological characters 
for Bohada festival. The Bohada Mask dance festival is 
an institution in itself, as it is a platform to socialize and 
enculturate the younger generation about religion, art, 
dance forms, music, social relations, rituals, myths, history, 
drama, seasonal cycle, social solidarity and so on. It 
enhances organizational ability of the village and promotes 
cultural and multi-ethnic solidarity. It is a social force 
that binds and brings people together. It is a platform for 
enriching the process of enculturation and socialization for 
the younger tribal generations.
	 Through Bohada Sohang (mask) 
festival youngsters learn all about mask’s characters, their 
nature and role in sustaining humanity and the powers 
possessed by gods and goddesses and myths associated 
with them, while learning about seasonal cycles and 
economic organisations, developing social relationships, 
the processes and sequence of rituals and to organise 
the festival. The youngsters preserve and promote their 
traditional art forms by training for acting, singing 
and dancing talents for Bohada Sohang Festival. In the 
festival they get opportunities to enhance their ability to 
interact and co-ordinate with other tribal and non-tribal 
communities and to strengthen social solidarity within the 
village, as well as with other communities.
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lkexzh] vkSTkkj ,oa fuekZ.k/ MATERIAL AND PREPARATION OF SOHANG
The preparation of Sohangs (masks) commence a month 
prior to the festival, which is organised after Holi. The masks 
are prepared by village chief and protégé in Sohang making 
for free of cost. Sohangs (masks) are prepared by carving the  
face of the mythological character on Saagon wood using 
sharp carving tools, later the sawdusk mixed with natural 
adhesive is filled in, followed by chafing it with sand 
paper and later paint the facial features and decorate. 
The purpose of Bohada is to show gratitude to the Village  
Goddess (Gaon Devi) including all other Gods and  
Goddesses. There are total 52 Sohang and each Sohang 
(Mask) is prepared  
and maintained by 
one family, where it is 
considered as an asset of 
the family. One member 
from the family plays the 
role of the mask character 
in Bohada Festival.  

lksgax ¼eq[kkSVs½ dk fuekZ.k gksyh ds i'pkr gksus okys cksgM+k  
egksRlo gsrq yxHkx 1 ekg iwoZ ls çkjaHk djrs gSA bldk fuekZ.k 
xk¡o ds eqf[k;k ,oa lksgax fuekZ.k esa fuiq.k dykdkj }kjk fu'kqYd 
fd;k tkrk gSA lksgax ds fuekZ.k esa eq[;r% lkxksu dh ydM+h 
esa yksgs ds uqdhys vkStkj ls [kjkndj ikSjkf.kd ik=ksa ds psgjs  
mdsjs tkrs gSa] rRi'pkr ydM+h ds cqjknks ,oa fMax ¼xksan½ ls Hkjdj  
jsrey dkxt ls f?kldj fpduk djrs gS ,oa mlds Åij jax  
yxkdj lq[kkrs gSA  cksgM+k u`R; esa dqy 52 ik=ksa ds lksgax gksrs gS  
çR;sd lksgax dks xk¡o ds vyx&vyx O;fä;ksa }kjk dykdkjksa  
ls cuok;k tkrk gS vkSj bls viuh iSf=d laifÙk ds :i  

esa ?kj esa j[kk tkrk gS 
vkSj blh ifjokj dk  
dksbZ lnL; bl lksgax* dks  
/kkj.k dj cksgM+k u`R; esa ml 
ik= dk vfHku; ,oa u`R; 
djrk gSA  

Resources: 
AYUSH; www.adiyuva.in



/kkj.kk,a ,oa çpyu/ SOCIAL BELIEF AND PRACTICES
'Sohang' is worn by Kokna tribe 
on the occasion of ceremonial 
'Bohada' dance drama festival.  
This dance is an expression 
of happiness performed on 
auspicious and religious 
ceremonies. It is a way to please 
God. By wearing Sohang, people 
of Kokna tribe pay tribute to 
the village goddess and other 
deities. Bohada dance is the  
general expression of the whole 
population of this tribal region. 
Sohang dance is related to 
religious traditions, which includes 
goddesses,   gods, demons, 
positive-negative powers, etc., are 
part of the tribal world. If 'Sohang' 
is seen as craft in totality it is a 
world in itself. 

lksgax dks dksd.kk tutkfr;ksa  

}kjk ^cksgM+k* vuq"Bkfud u`R; ukVd 

ds le; /kkj.k fd;k tkrk gSA ;g 

u`R; ekaxfyd voljksa ij çlU-

urk dh vfHkO;fä rFkk /kkfeZd 

vuq"Bkuks ds volj ij vjk/; nso 

dks çlUu djus dk ,d ek/;e 

gSA  bl lksgax dks /kkj.k djds 

dksd.kk tutkfr ds yksx xzke 

nsoh ,oa vU; nsoh nsorkvksa ds çfr  

—rKrk Kkfir djrs gSA ;g  

tutkrh; u`R; lkekU; rkSj ij 

bl {ks= ds iwjs tutkrh; lekt dh 

vfHkO;fä dks çLrqr djrs gSA 


