
ifjp; & Hkatuxj xk¡o ls ck?k dk ;g fo'kky eq[kkSVk  

/kkfeZd fopkj dk çrhd gksus ds lkFk lkFk vksfM'kk ds xatke 

ftys dh C;k?kz nsoh ¼ou nqxkZ½ dh mikluk ls Hkh lacaf/kr gSA 

17 oha lnh esa dfo lezkV misUæ Hkat ds vkJ; esa ek¡ C;k?kz 

nsoh ds okf"kZd tqywl ds varxZr ck?k eq[kkSVk u`R; C;k?kz nsoh 

dks çlUu djus dk ,d ek/;e FkkA ;g i'kq eq[kkSVk u`R; 

dk vax gksus ds dkj.k ck?k lfgr vU; tho tarq tSls flag] 

e`x] cSy] ?kksMk] e;wj ,oa gal dk HkO; ukVdh; çn'kZu] 

nsoh ds Lokxr ,oa çlUu dj ouksa ,oa LFkkuh; leqnk;ksa ds 

fy, vkuaniw.kZ o le`) thou çkIr djus gsrq fd;k tkrk gSA  

LFkkuh; leqnk;ksa dh ekU;rkuqlkj ;gh tho tarq nsoh C;k?kz 

dh 'kwjrk dks c<+kok nsus gsrq çpkj djus ds lkFk&lkFk ouksa dh 

j{kk Hkh djrs gSaA C;k?kz nsoh ds okgd Lo:i u`R; o tqywl ds  

nkSjku oU; tho 

tarqvkas ds e/; 

ck?k  dh ,d  

vge~ Hkwfedk 

jgrh gSA

INTRODUCTION - Baagh, the life size Tiger mask  from 
Bhanjanagar village is an expressive symbol of the religious 
ethos deeply associated with the worship of Goddess Byaghra 
Devi (Van Durga) of Ganjam district, Odisha. Since 17th century, 
under the patronage of the poet-king Kabi Samrat Upendra 
Bhanja this ancient Tiger mask dance was an invocation rite 
to appease the Tiger Goddess Byaghrya Devi during annual 
ritual procession of Devi Maa, called Byaghra Devi Yatra. 
Being a part of this animal mask dance the other animals and 
birds such as lion, Deer, Bull, Horse, Peacock and Swan along 
with the tiger are represented with grand and dramatized 
expression to appease and welcome the arrival of the  
Goddess for attaining blissful and prosperous life of the 
forest and the local communities. It is a belief of the local 
people that these animals were the beings who guard and 
proclaim to promote the powers of the Goddess Byaghra and  
forest. Bagha, 
being a vahana 
(vehicle) of 
G o d d e s s 
Byaghra among 
the other animal 
plays a vital role 
during the dance 
and procession.

yEckbZ & 84 ls- eh-] Å¡pkbZ & 72 ls- eh- 
o pkSM+kbZ & 36 ls- eh- 
Length - 84 c.m., Height - 72 c.m &  
Breadth - 36 c.m.
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u`R; ,oa '©yh/ The dance and it's operation
The animal Mask Dance locally known as Pasu Mukha Nrutya is 
one of the ancient dance forms prevailing in the district of Ganjam, 
Odisha, especially in Bhanjanagar sub-division. The Northern part 
of Ganjam is largely populated with dense forest area where the 
Van Durga is worshiped by local communities by different names 
like Goddess Byaghra Devi, Bak-Devi, and Thakurani Devi. In the 
honor of these deities and to show their divinity aspect , the artists 
wear these life-size tiger mask and performs with the rhythmic 
sounds of ‘Changu’(single membrane drum) and Kahali(trumpet) 
played by traditional musicians. The body of the mask designed 
in such a way that the two dancers conceal them selves only with  
their leg visible to provide impression on the spectator of 
a quadruped animal.  The front  dancer 
holds the head of the mask with the help of 
a stick hoist when it is necessary and can see 
through the mouth of the head. The backside 
dancer only follows the instruction of the  
front dancer inside the frame as well the 
Master’s regular thud.  

LFkkuh; rkSj ij i'kq eq[kk u`R; ls tkuk tkus okyk ;g eq[kkSVk 

u`R; vksfM'kk ds xatke ftys [kklrkSj ij Hkatuxj mi[kaM esa  

çpfyr çkphu u`R; esa ls ,d gSA xatke ftys dk mÙkjh Hkkx ?kus ouksa 

ls f?kjk gS tgk¡ ds LFkkuh; leqnk;ksa }kjk ou nqxkZ dks fofHkUu ukeks 

ls iwtk tkrk gS tSls & C;k?kz nsoh] ckd nsoh rFkk Bdqjkuh nsohA bu  

nsfovksa ds lEeku esa ,oa vkLFkk Lo:i n'kkZus gsrq dykdkj bu 

fo'kky eq[kkSVksa dks /kkj.k dj ikjaifjd okndksa }kjk ctk, tkus 

okys pkaxq ¼o`Ùkkdkj ok|½ ,oa dgyh ¼lqf"kj ok|½ dh /kqu ij u`R; 

djrs gSaA eq[kkSVs dks bl rjg ifjdfYir fd;k tkrk gS ftlls fd nks 

urZdksa ds dsoy iSj gh fn[krs gSa tks dh n'kZdksa dks pkSik;k i'kq dk 

vkHkkl djkrk gSA  çFke urZd eq[kkSVs ds 'kh"kZ 

d¨ vko';drkuqlkj ,d NM+h ds ek/;e ls mBk 

dj j[krk gS tgk¡ ls og 'kh"kZ ds [kqys eqag ls 

ckgj ns[k ldsA fiNyk urZd dsoy çFke urZd 

o xq# ds funsZ'k rFkk b'kkjs dk ikyu djrk gSA



fuEkkZ.k çfØ;k / Making process
Making of these masks is a primary work of the  
Chitrakar communities whom the king of  
Bhanja dynasty brought to Ganjam from Puri 
district principally to make such masks for their 
family deity Byaghra Devi. Cane and rope are 
used as essential raw materials to make the frame 
in a spring structure where as the velvet cloth is 
used as its cover which gives a tiger skin look. The  
varieties of embellishment like Chumki (stars), 
Jhalara (cloth frails), Darpana(mirrors) are used 
on body cover in appliqué design to decorate 
the body. The head of the Tiger is made out of a  
dugout stem of Paladhua tree a  Indian coral tree, 
(erythrina indica) because of its lightweight attribute. 
After giving shape to the stem, a paste of white  
pebble,  wooden  powder, tamarind seed, Chalk powder,  
and Seashell powder applied on it to make  
polished and shiny. Haritala, a natural yellow colour 
was then used to paint the head which is now replaced 
by market paints.  The Tiger is made in three detachable 
parts like cane frame, head and cover which the dancer 
joints together for dance. 

;g eq[kkSVk eq[; :i ls fp=dkj leqnk; }kjk cuk, tkrs 

gSa ftUgsa Hkat jktoa'k ds 'kkldksa }kjk iqjh ftys ls xatke 

rd ewyr% dqy nsoh & C;k?kz nsoh gsrq eq[kkSVk cukus ds fy, 

yk;k x;k FkkA <+kaps dks ypdnkj j[kus ds fy, csar vkSj 

jLlh dks eq[; dPph lkexzh ds :i esa bLrseky fd;k 

tkrk gS rFkk <kaps dks <+dus ds fy, ck?k uqek :ikadu ;qä 

js'keh diMs dk ç;ksx fd;k tkrk gSA fofo/k ltkoVh 

lkexzh tSls pqedh ¼flrkjs½] >kyj vkSj niZ.k dks ,fIyd 

fMtkbu esa <kaps ds doj ij ltk;k tkrk gSA gYds gksus ds 

Lo:i iky/kqvk o`{k ¼iaxkj o`{k½ dh ydM+h dks [kksndj ck?k 

dk lj cuk;k tkrk gSA blds i'pkr eq[kkSVs dks pednkj 

cukus ds fy, lQsn iRFkj] ydM+h] bZeyh dk cht] pwuk] 

lhih bR;kfn ds pw.kZ ls ysi cukdj yxk;k tkrk gSA 'kh"kZ 

dks jaxus gsrq gfjrky ¼çk—frd ihyk jax½ dk bLrseky 

fd;k tkrk Fkk ftldh txg vc cktkjh jaxksa us ys yh gSA 

ck?k dks rhu vyx gks ldus okys Hkkxksa esa fufeZr fd;k 

tkrk gS & 'kh"kZ] csr jLlh dk <+kapk ,oa doj] ftls urZd 

u`R; ds iwoZ tksM+ ysrk gSA


