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Jatanga
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A traditional wooden

grinder from Araku
Valley, Andhra Pradesh

e /| Community:
Py FIF'IFITEI'/ Khond Tribe
T edTel/ Place of collection :

3T¢Ip "ICH, 3oy Year

Araku Valley of Eastern
Ghats in Andhra Pradesh

Users: Khond Tribal Community

Purpose: Domestic use for grinding millets, cereals, pulses
and grains.

Method of use: Manual hand operation in sitting posture on
floor both single and double operated by women.
Component Parts: Two parts 1) Upper (rotating body) and 2)
Lower (Static body); round shape medium weight wooden
parts.

Constituent Materials: Wood locally known as Billakarra
(Chloroxylon swetaenia)

MBI - BATHIE, BIFTS/SHATS-

72 & 3. T ITE- 127 F. 3.
Shape - Cylindrical, Length/Height -

72 c.m., Diameter- 127 ¢.m

AT sharTh/Accession No.:

2005-1381

INTRODUCTION - The study of material culture and their
cultural association with an ethnic group have great
importance, not only from the intrinsic values of the artefact
itself, but also for the source of invention and knowledge
of diffusion. The techniques in crafting this artefact, plays
an immense role by virtue of its relation to the economic,
social and cultural organisation of the tribal community.
Knowing the artefact, also helps in the understanding of
material traits of culture, origin, distribution, environmental
adaptation and diffusion etc. Jatanga’ means two pieces (a
pair)of woodengrinderin’‘Kui’'languageamongKhondtribes.
It is a traditional form of a wooden grinder of Khond tribal
village ‘Bondam guda’ of Araku Valley in Vishakapatnam
district of Andhra Pradesh. Jatanga is one such household
object that continues to sustain, since ancient times, without
breaking generations. This glorious wooden tradition offers
a complete picture of the material life of the Khond tribe of
Araku Valley.The grinder is divided in two equal parts- oneiis
used as strong base and other for grinding grains by rotating
through muscular energy. The functional style of the object
is particularly utilitarian (household), reflects not only craft
tradition but also the contemporary culture in which they
were developed. The simple sign of object is an expression
of society, community and culture.
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Theterm’Khond’ismostprobablyderivedfromtheDravidianwordKonda.The
Khond are hill people largely distributed over the districts of Vishakapatnam,
Vizianagaram and Srikakulam districts. ‘Bondam Guda’ is a small tribal
village inhabited by Khond tribe in the Eastern ghats of Andhra Pradesh. The
Khond practices shifting cultivation locally known as “Kondapodu’, settled
agriculture and animal husbandry. Besides, there are wage-earners, hunters
and food gatherers among them. They are non-vegetarians and their staple
food is Millet, small seeded grasses that are hardy and grow well in dry zones
as rain-fed crops, under marginal conditions of soil fertility and moisture.
Milletsareoneoftheoldestfoods knowntohumanandpossiblythefirstcereal
graintobe used fordomestic purposes.The type of millets cultivate by Khond
tribe in this area i.e. Odalu (Barnyard millet), Korra (Foxtail millet, Chollu/
Rarulu (Finger millet), Arikelu (Kodu millet), Sama (Little millet), Gantelu
(Pearl millet), Varigalu (Proso millet), Jonna (Sorghum) etc. The majority of
the Khond family are nuclear type. The Khonds are designated as Scheduled
Tribe in the State of Andhra Pradesh. They are identified as more isolated
from the wider community and who maintain a distinct cultural identity have
been categorised as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PTGs), previously

known as primitive tribal groups by the Govt. of India.
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Jatanga is a traditional form of a dry wooden grinder
used exclusively for grinding millets among the Khond
tribalcommunityinArakuValley.Theuseofthisgrinder
is gender specific. It is used only by the women. The
object is given utmost care by the family and abstains
from unwanted interventions of the pets and other
animals. This sanctity, on other hand, allows the family
to keep hygienic use of the grinder. Taboos are also
observed during the time of grinding. People havingill
ailmentsand diseasesrefrainfromtouchingtheobject.
The use of Jatanga is limited for the pregnant women
in course of an advance stage of pregnancy. The entire
mechanism of agricultural food productionforafamily
and their domestic consumption is administered by
this grinder. The object also bears the cultural identity
of the tribe because wooden grinder of such kind is
extensively used by the Khonds who are primarily the
Millet cultivators in this region. In the early days, such
massive households of domestic utility were widely
available and this hill tribe could easily harness the
resources from their local environment. These days, it
is very difficult for them to find the wood for preparing
this substantial form of wooden grinder. The wood
traditionally used for preparing grinder has enormous
advantages of durability, efficient grinding and also
contain anti-termite elements.



