
ifjp; & HkkSfrd laLd`fr vkSj ,d ns’kt leqnk; ds lkFk mlds 

lkaLd`frd lEc/n dk v/;;u vR;ar egRoiw.kZ u dsoy ml 

dykd`fr ds varHkwr ewY;ksa ds dkj.k gh ugh] vfirq vfo"dkj ds  

lzksr vkSj Kku ds izlkj ds fy;s Hkh gSA blds dykd`fr ds fuekZ.k esa 

iz;qDr rduhd dh Hkwfedk tutkrh; leqnk; ds lEiw.kZ vkfFkZd]  

lkekftd vkSj lkaLd`frd laxBu ls lEca} gksus ds 

fof’k"V xq.k ds dkj.k vR;kf/kd gSA izkn’kZ ds ckjs esa  

tkudkjh laLd`fr ds HkSfrd y{k.kksa] mn~~Hko] forj.k] i;kZoj.k  

vuqdwyu moe~~ izlkj bR;kfn dks le>us esa lgk;d gksrh gSA ;g  

vkU/kzizns’k ds fo’kk[kkiaV~~Vue ftyk fLFkr vjkdw ?kkVh ds  

dksa/k tutkrh; xzke cksaMexqM+k ls ladfyr ydM+h dh 

ikjEifjd pDdh dk ,d :i gSA ydM+h dh ;g HkO; ijEijk 

vjkdw ?kkVh esa dksa/k tutkrh ds HkkSfrd thou dh iw.kZ Nfo 

izLrqr djrh gS] pDdh nks leku Hkkxksa esa foHkDr gS&,d  

vk/kkj ds Li esa vkSj nwljk is’kh; ’kfDr ls ?kqek dj vukt 

ihlus gsrq bLrseky fd;k tkrk gSA izkn’kZ dh dk;Z’kSyh [kkl 

rkSj ls mi;ksfxrk oknh gS tks dsoy f’kYi ijEijk gh ugh cfYd  

ledkyhu laLd``fr ftles os fodflr gq, gS] dks Hkh iznf’kZr 

djrh gSA izkn’kZ dh lgt izrhdkRedrk lekt] leqnk; vkSj 

laLd``fr dh vfHkO;fDr gSA

INTRODUCTION - The study of material culture and their 
cultural association with an ethnic group have great 
importance, not only from the intrinsic values of the artefact 
itself, but also for the source of invention and knowledge 
of diffusion. The techniques in crafting this artefact, plays 
an immense role by virtue of its relation to the economic, 
social and cultural organisation of the tribal community. 
Knowing the artefact, also helps in the understanding of 
material traits of culture, origin, distribution, environmental 
adaptation and diffusion etc.  ‘Jatanga’ means two pieces (a 
pair) of wooden grinder in ‘Kui’ language among Khond tribes. 
It is a traditional form of a wooden grinder of Khond tribal 
village ‘Bondam guda’ of Araku Valley in Vishakapatnam 
district of Andhra Pradesh. Jatanga is one such household 
object that continues to sustain, since ancient times, without 
breaking generations. This glorious wooden tradition offers 
a complete picture of the material life of the Khond tribe of 
Araku Valley. The grinder is divided in two equal parts- one is 
used as strong base and other for grinding grains by rotating 
through muscular energy. The functional style of the object 
is particularly utilitarian (household), reflects not only craft 
tradition but also the contemporary culture in which they 
were developed. The simple sign of object is an expression 
of society, community and culture.

vkd`fr & csyukdkj] yEckbZ@Å¡pkbZ& 

72 ls- eh- o O;kl& 127 ls- eh- 
Shape – Cylindrical, Length/Height -  
72 c.m., Diameter- 127 c.m

 leqnk; @ Community: 

 dksa/k tutkfr@ Khond Tribe 
 ladyu LFkku@ Place of collection :  

 vjkdw ?kkVh] vkU/kz izns’k 
 Araku Valley of Eastern               
vvGhats in Andhra Pradesh

vkjksg.k Øekad@Accession No.:  

2005-1381

traxk 
Jatanga

A tradit ional  wo o den 
grinder  from Araku 
Valley,  Andhra Pradesh

vjkdw ?kkVh] vkU/kz izns’k 
ls ydM+h dh ,d 
ikjEifjd pDdh

Users: Khond Tribal Community
Purpose: Domestic use for grinding millets, cereals, pulses 
and grains.
Method of use: Manual hand operation in sitting posture on 
floor both single and double operated by women.
Component Parts: Two parts 1) Upper (rotating body) and 2) 
Lower (Static body); round shape medium weight wooden 
parts.
Constituent Materials: Wood locally known as Billakarra 
(Chloroxylon swetaenia)



vjkdw ?kkVh esa dksa/k tutkfr dk u``oa’kfoKku/ The ethnography of Khond tribe in Araku Valley
The term ‘Khond’ is most probably derived from the Dravidian word Konda.  The 

Khond are hill people largely distributed over the districts of Vishakapatnam, 

Vizianagaram and Srikakulam districts. ‘Bondam Guda’ is a small tribal 

village inhabited by Khond tribe in the Eastern ghats of Andhra Pradesh. The 

Khond practices shifting cultivation locally known as “Kondapodu”, settled 

agriculture and animal husbandry. Besides, there are wage-earners, hunters 

and food gatherers among them. They are non-vegetarians and their staple 

food is Millet, small seeded grasses that are hardy and grow well in dry zones 

as rain-fed crops, under marginal conditions of soil fertility and moisture. 

Millets are one of the oldest foods known to human and possibly the first cereal 

grain to be used for domestic purposes. The type of millets cultivate by Khond 

tribe in this area i.e. Odalu (Barnyard millet), Korra (Foxtail millet, Chollu/ 

Rarulu (Finger millet), Arikelu (Kodu millet), Sama (Little millet), Gantelu 

(Pearl millet), Varigalu (Proso millet), Jonna (Sorghum) etc. The majority of 

the Khond family are nuclear type. The Khonds are designated as Scheduled 

Tribe in the State of Andhra Pradesh. They are identified as more isolated 

from the wider community and who maintain a distinct cultural identity have 

been categorised as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PTGs), previously 

known as primitive tribal groups by the Govt. of India. 

dksa/k ’kCn lEHkor% nzfoM+ ’kCn **[kksMk** ls fy;k x;k gSA dksa/k 
fo’kk[kkiV~~Vue] foft;kuxje rFkk Jhdkdqye ftykksa esa O;kid 
:Ik ls QSys igkM+h yksx gSA cksaMe xqM+k vkU/kzizns’k ds iwohZ ?kkV esa 
dksa/k tutkfr }kjk fuokflr ,d NksVk lk xkao gSA dksa/k LFkkuh; 
rkSj ij dksMkis ds :Ik esa Kkr LFkkukarfjr d``f"k] LFkk;h d``f"k rFkk 
i’kqikyu djrs gSA blds vfrfjDr ;g leqnk; fngkM+h etnwj] f’kdkjh 
vkSj [kkn~~; laxzgd Hkh gSaA ;s ekalk gkjh gaS vkSj budk fiz; Hkkstu 
cktjk] tkS] Tokj] rFkk ’kqq"d {ks=ksa esa iSnk gksus okys nks;e ntsZ ds 
r``.k /kkU; gSA cktjk ekuo tkfr dks Kkr izkphure [kk| rFkk  
?kjsyw mi;ksx esa yk;k tkus okyk lEHkor% igyk vukt gSA dksa/k 
yksxks }kjk mxk;s tkus okyk /kkU;ksa dksnw] lkek] xafryq] ofjxyq]  
tksUuk bR;kfn gSA vf/kdka’kr% dksa/k ifjokj ,dkdh gksrs gSA vkU/kzizns’k 
jkT; esa bUgs vuqlwfpr tutkrh ds :Ik esa ekU;rk nh x;h gSA budh 
igpku o``gn~~ leqnk; ls i``Fkd leqnk; ds :Ik esa dh x;h gS ftudh 
viuh ,d fof’k"V lkaLd`frd igpku gS rFkk Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 
[kkl rkSj ls ns’kt tutkrh; leqnk; tks igys vkfne tutkrh; 
leqnk; ds :i esa tkuk tkrk Fkk] ds :i esa oxhZ:i fd;s x;s gSA



izkn’kZ dk mi;ksx ,oe~~ egRo / Object Use and Significance
Jatanga is a traditional form of a dry wooden grinder 
used exclusively for grinding millets among the Khond 
tribal community in Araku Valley. The use of this grinder 
is gender specific. It is used only by the women. The 
object is given utmost care by the family and abstains 
from unwanted interventions of the pets and other 
animals. This sanctity, on other hand, allows the family 
to keep hygienic use of the grinder. Taboos are also 
observed during the time of grinding. People having ill 
ailments and diseases refrain from touching the object. 
The use of Jatanga is limited for the pregnant women 
in course of an advance stage of pregnancy. The entire 
mechanism of agricultural food production for a family 
and their domestic consumption is administered by 
this grinder. The object also bears the cultural identity 
of the tribe because wooden grinder of such kind is 
extensively used by the Khonds who are primarily the 
Millet cultivators in this region. In the early days, such 
massive households of domestic utility were widely 
available and this hill tribe could easily harness the 
resources from their local environment. These days, it 
is very difficult for them to find the wood for preparing 
this substantial form of wooden grinder. The wood 
traditionally used for preparing grinder has enormous 
advantages of durability, efficient grinding and also 
contain anti-termite elements.

traxk vjkdw ?kkVh esa dksa/k tutkrh }kjk vukt ihlus ds 
fy;s iz;qDr ydM+h dh ikjEifjd pDdh gSA bldk iz;ksx 
efgykvksa }kjk fd;k tkrk gSA ifjokj }kjk bldh [kkl 
ns[kHkky dh tkrh gS vkSj ikyrw rFkk vU; i’kqvksa dh  
igqap ls lqjf{kr j[kk tkrk gSA nwljh vksj ;g ’kqfprk pDdh 
ds LoPNrk iw.kZ mi;ksx dks Hkh lqfuf’pr djrh gSA :X.k 
vkSj chekj yksxksa }kjk Li’kZ oftZr gksrh gSA xHkkZoLFkk ds  
vafre nkSj esa xHkZorh efgykvksa ds fy;s traxk dk mi;ksx  
lhfer gSA ,d ifjokj ds fy;s [kk/;ku mRiknu ds i'pkr~~  
lEiw.kZ izfØ;k vkSj mldks ?kjsyw [kir bl pDdh }kjk lapkfyr  
gksrh gSA bl izdkj dh ydM+h dh pDdh dk iz;ksx dsoy 
dksa/k tks ewyr% bl {ks= esa cktjk] tks] Tokj dh [ksrh djrs 
gS }kjk fd;k tkrk gSA iwoZ esa ?kjsyw mi;ksx ds ,sls cM+s&cM+s 
izkn’kZ izpqjrk ls miyC/k Fks vkSj ;g igkM+h tutkfr vius 
LFkkuh; i;kZoj.k ls cM+h ljyrk ls lalk/ku tqVk ysrh 
FkhA vktdy muds fy;s bl izdkj dh Bksl ydM+h dh pDdh 
gsrq ydM+h izkIr djuk cgqr dfBu gks x;k gSA igys pDdh 
gsrq mi;ksx esa yk;h tkus okyh ydM+h ds fVdkmiu vf/kd 
dkjxj vkSj nhed fojks/kh rRo tSls dbZ ykHk FksA


