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Gaanj Is Feb’s Exhibit Of The Month At IGRMS

Month' at IGRMS is Gaanj

— atool used by fisherfolk
tocollect acquatic seeds.
Explaining the exhibit, an
official of IGRMS said, “Gaanj is
a traditional tool used by
Mallah fisherfolk community of
Bihar for collecting an acquatic
seed called Gurri. Collecting
Gurri is animportant economic
activity of this community.
Collected from Madhubani
district of Bihar, Gaanjisa
basket-shaped, acylindrical

1_:ehruar}r 5 ‘Exhibit For The
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object with a broad circular
opening inthe front and closed
and projected rear end. It can

be conveniently dragged into
the shallow water by holding it
with the right or left hand;
allowing the thorny Makhana
seedstoenterinside along with
muds"

Visitorswere also explained
about the technigue used in the
making Gaanj. ltis made of
bambooand caneand hasa
typical horn-like appearance.
Monthly exhibits are series to
engage awareness aboutthe
traditional knowledge systems
of the country, said the official.
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PEOPLE will get the chance to
know about the traditional
equipment, ‘Gaanj, used by the
fishermen community in Bihar
to collect the Lotus seeds, known
as Makhana, in the newly-arrived
Exhibit of the Month (EoM),
inaugurated at Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Manav Sangharalaya
(IGRMS) on Wednesday.
‘Gaanj' will be displayed in the
Veethi Sankul open air museum
of the museum in the February
month, under the popular series
ofexhibits displayed bythe muse-
um. ‘Gaanj’ has been brought by
the authority from Sapt Parvati
Toll village, situated in the
Madhubani district of Bihar. The
exhibit of the month was inau-
gurated by the Director of the
Museum, DrPK Mishra, whowas
alsojoined by huge number of vis-
itors, tosee the traditional equip-
ment, made up from basket.
“Bihar's traditional equipment,
‘Gaany is used by the fishermen
community, ‘Mallah’ to collect
Makhana seeds, locally known as
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The traditional equipment, ‘Gaanj’, brought from Bihar at IGRMS.

‘Gurri’. Collection of the aquatic
seed, Makhana, is an important

economical activity for the fisher-
men community. Brought from

The Exhibit of the Month being inaugurated at IGRMS.

Madhubani, Bihar, the tradition-
al equipment, Gaanj, is made up
frombamboo and looks similar to
abamboobasket.Itisbroaderand
hollow from the front side. This
equipment, aftersubmerginginto
water, is dragged to collect the
seedsfromtheswampymud. After
which, Gurriisobtainedafter clean-

ingitfromwater’,saidSrikant Gupta,
after theinauguration of the exhib-
itof February month.
Lookingsimilar toastrongand
sturdyhom, ‘Gaanj, madeup from
bambooand cane,ishollow cylin-
dricalequipmentwhichisbroad-
erat front side. Its narrower back
side, closed at the end, is used by

Makhane

the fishermen to hold the equip-
ment and drag it beneath the
watertocollect the preciousseeds,
known as ‘Gurri', ‘Gurri’ com-
monly known as Makhana, is an
aquatic seed, which is used by
many people in religious wor-
shipping and other cultural ritu-
als. Makhanaisa prominentmate-
rial in making sweets, mixture,
puddings, and other sweet deli-
cacies. Despite of being tasty, the
aquatic seed has a high nutri-
tional value. Itisfilled with healthy
elements likeVitamins, proteins,
calcium, minerals, etc.

Madhubani is mainly known
for the extensive production of
Makhane in Bihar. It is mainly
used in religious occasions and
other festivals. In the popular
festival of the region, ‘Kojagara,
family of the bride, prepare var-
ious dishes from Makhane, and
offer it to the family of groom.
80% of the total Makhane pro-
duction of the country is done
only in Bihar, the rest of the pro-
duction is done in other states
like Manipur, Assam, West
Bengal, Odisha, etc.
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'‘Gaanj on display at IGRMS

STAFF REPORTER B BHOPAL

Under the popular museum
series “Exhibit of the
Month” of Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya, a traditional
object is displayed in the
appearance for a whole month.
The exhibit for the month of
February, 2020 - “Gaanj’, an
implement for collecting Gurri
(aquatic seeds) from Village
Sapt Parvatti Tol, Madhubani,
Bihar is on display in the
indoor exhibition building -
Veethi Sankul.

The “exhibit of the month”
has been inaugurated by Dr
PK Mishra (Director, IGRMS).
On this occasion renowned
people were present. This
exhibit of the month has been
curated by Shrikant Gupta
(Museum Associate).

The “exhibit of
the month” has
been inaugurated
by Dr PK Mishra
(Director, IGRMS)

On this occasion, Shrikant
Gupta said that, the present
‘Gaanj’ is a traditional imple-
ment used by the Mallah fish-
erman community of Bihar,
primarily for collecting
Makhana an aquatic seed
locally called “‘Gurri’
Collecting of Gurri is an
important economic activity of
this community. Collected
from the Madhubani District
of Bihar, ‘Gaanj is a basket-
shaped, nearly a cylindrical
body with a broad circular
opening from the front with
the closed and projected rear

end.

It can be conveniently
dragged into the shallow water
by holding it with the right or
left hand; allowing the thorny
Makhana seeds to enter inside
along with muds.

By cleaning muds with
water fresh Gurri (seeds) are
collected.

Process or technique for
the making of Gaanj - ‘Gaanj’
is an implement made of bam-
boo and cane having a wide
and cylindrical hollow body
extended to a projected and
closed rear end that helps in
easeful operation to drag
inside the water by holding it
with right or left hand.

The exhibit has a typical
shape of a horn-like appear-
ance that helps the user in the
collection of Makhana seed
called ‘Gurri.
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