
NATIONAL SEMINAR ON

ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUMS IN INDIA

 CONTRIBUTIONS, REPRESENTATIONS AND FUTURE POSSIBILITIES

28th to 30th July 2019

INDIRA GANDHI  

RASHTRIYA MANAV SANGRAHALAYA

(National Museum of Mankind)

Shamla Hills, Post Bag #2, Bhopal, INDIA (www.igrms.com)

R A P P O R T U E R ’ S R E P O R T



D A Y - 1
28th July 2019

I n a u g u r a l S e s s i o n 
S p e c i a l L e c t u r e s

SESSION TITLE



The three days National  Seminar on 

Ëthnographic Museums in India: Contributions, 

Representations and Future Possibilities” begin on 

28.7.2019 with the inaugural session chaired by Prof. 

Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director IGRMS. It was 

ceremonially inaugurated by the formal lighting of 

lamp in the presence of eminent scholars and museum 

professionals like Dr.Amreshwar Gala, Executive 

Director of the International Institute for the Inclusive 

M u s e u m ,  C o p e n h a g e n  a n d  C h i e f  C u r a t o r , 

Amravatathi Heritage Centre & Museum, Andhra 

Pradesh; Dr. S.B. Chakrabarti, General Secretary, The 

Asiatic Society, Kolkata; Prof. Vinay Kumar Srivastav, Director, AnSI; Dr. K.K. Chakravarty, Former 

Chairman, Lalit Kala Academy, New Delhi, Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director, IGRMS, Prof. K.K. 

Basa, Tagore National Fellow, IGRMS and Sri. Dilip Singh, Joint Director, IGRMS.

The inugural session commenced with the welcome address delivered by Sri. Dilip Singh, Joint Director, 

IGRMS; followed by a deliberation on the theme of the Seminar by Prof. K.K. Basa briefly highlighted the 

journey of ethnographic museum as a colonial construct to the contemporary post-colonial 

discourses.The days programme was conducted by Dr. S.K. Pandey, Asstt. Keeper, IGRMS and the 

inaugural session concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. R. M. Nayal, Asstt. Keeper, IGRMS. 

INAUGURAL SESSION

Dr. S.K. Pandey, Programme Co-ordinator, 
convening the Programme

Welcome Address on the Inaugural Session by
Shri Dilip singh, Joint Director, IGRMS 

Prof. K. K. Basa presenting theme of the Seminar

Welcoming Prof. Amreshwar Galla, 
the Key Note Speaker 
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KEY NOTE ADDRESS

Dr. Amreshwar Galla, Chief Curator, Amaravathi 

Heritage Centre and Museum, Andhra Pradesh 

delivered the key note address the Seminar with an 

excellent presentation divulging the approach on how 

the Amravati Heritage Centre and Museum in Andhra 

Pradesh was transformed to the present status with 

active involvement and participation of the locality 

which he called ''Museolity (Museum Locality)'. He 

spoke of three models on how effectively a museum 

professional can induct in accessing a museum project. 

While Rethinking Academic, Professionals and 

Community; the project initiators, Strategic Partners 

go hand in hand for a successful initiation of the 

project. He talked about the Textuality, inclusions and relationship building that could harness the 

educative values of museum collections. With regard to the problem of participation the young 

generations/ students in the museums, he stressed that it is not because of the lack of interest of these 

tender minds rather because we the museum professionals make our presentation irrelevant to them. He 

cited an example of the “Ultimate Dude”, an attractive visual representation of Lord Siva to arouse an 

interest and relevant to the young children. “Eco-museums and ethnographic museums stand with the 

capacity of relationship building and the sources built by the respective communities are highly priced”, 

he added. Narrating the incidences when Prof. Galla worked at Amravati for the project, it is reported that 

the land price hiked overnight. Farmers were under the instigation of the Singapurian who taught the 

locality not to waste money which had been a point of hindrance in stepping up with the project. The 

landscape, initially logged with garbage and wastes around the site mapped for recreating the lost 

heritage of the Mahayana Buddhist legacy was cleared to re-channelize the stream reaching to the 

monastery site. Amravati that is known for the standing Budha statue, the landscape with remnants of 

the Buddhist culture was restored with a project to facilitate Buddhist tourism. He highlighted key 

aspects that could be implicated for transformations. These may be the transformation of Museum 

Collections into knowledge and experience; exclusiveness into inclusiveness and passive involvement 

into an active involvement. He concluded his  address with some questions that confront ICOM but he 

hoped that these confronting issues could be resolved and addressed through the INDIA ICOM. 
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CHAIR’S REMARK

Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director, 

IGRMS in his remark as chairman expressed 

his happiness of witnessing the galaxy of 

delegates and scholars present on the occasion. 

He pointed out that the most valued and 

effective museological excercise demonstrated 

by Prof. Amreshwar Galla in executing the 

p r o j e c t .  H i s  e t h n o g r a p h i c 

a p p r o a c h / m e t h o d o l o g y  a p p l i e d  i n 

transforming the landscape deserves a worthy 

appraisal. He also emphasised upon the need 

to harness the museums across India that talks 

about the alternative voices. “These are new 

ways of locating methodology and we as a 

national museum should also relate these 

developments”, he added. 

Dr. R. M. Nayal, 

Asstt. Keeper, IGRMS

proposing ‘Vote of Thanks’

during Inaugural

 Function of the Seminar 

View of the Seminar at the Rock Art Conference Hall
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The first day of the seminar had two important sessions. The first session being Special Lectures that 

primarily focussed on the theoretical implications. Prof. K.K. Basa chaired the morning session where 

three special lectures were presented by the eminent scholars Dr. S.B. Chakrabarti, General Secretary, 

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata; Prof. Vinay Kumar Srivastav, Director, AnSI; and Dr. K.K. Chakravarty, 

Former Director, IGRMS. 

Dr. S.B. Chakrabarti, talked about the 

emergence and the existence of Asiatic Society in 

the historical and present context. This old 

institution founded in 1784 and perceived as 

mother  inst i tut ion gave birth to  other 

institutions like the various Surveys of India, 

Indian Museum, and even indirectly connected 

with the birth of the Indira Gandhi Rashtriya 

Manav Sangrahalaya,  Bhopal  from the 

Anthropological Survey of India. The first public 

museum in Kolkata was the Asiatic Society 

Museum. In 1875 with the emergence of the new 

building of Indian Museum, there was a point of 

departure when collections were handed over to 

the Indian Museum. But, still the Asiatic Society has some manuscripts which are a precious possession. 

Apart from that Ashoka Native, Coins, Lithographs and other so many items are still in the possession. 

The Asiatic Society still is there to cater to the service of the people”, he added. 

Prof. Vinay Srivastava began his lecture with 

a quote from a source “when you are in the 

museum walk slowly but keep moving”. In this 

special lecture, he gave an insight into the very 

notion of designating the term 'ethnographic 

museums' which according to him is an 

accreditation of the later period. He urged that 

the transition of nomenclature given to the 

erstwhile known 'Anthropological Museums' 

with 'Ethnographic Museums'; to him is in vogue. 

“It may not be a charitable statement to assert 

that the museums are the product of colonial 

construct. Some anthropologists during the 

development of the discipline did not comply 

TECHNICAL SESSION 1
SESSION TITLE: SPECIAL LECTURE

 Day & Time
th

Sunday, 28  July 2019-07-29,10:50 am
Place

Rock Art Conference Hall, IGRMS
Chair

Prof. K.K. Basa
Speakers1

1) Dr. S.B. Chakrabarti
  2) Prof. Vinay Kumar Srivastav

  3) Dr. K. K. Chakravarty
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with colonisation, rather they were free from the constructs and happened to write freely about 

communities they encounter”, he added. He further talked about museums now being considered as 

space for contested views. When we go to the communities, the object becomes segregated from them, 

later how it is then treated and presented/ displayed matters the most. A collection if properly 

investigated could showcase the society. He cited an example of bow and arrow which he was shown in the 

field. When it was requested for acquisition for museum and looking carefully on the object the owner 

alarmed that the point of the arrow head should not be touched. It contained poison. So, looking into the 

matter it clearly relates to what we learnt in anthropology as the theory of embodiment. Likewise, 

ethnographic museums have their own dynamics. Each object has a social biography and we should be 

able to grasp those intangible values of information. Ethnographic museums should also display the 

power by incorporating the story of appropriation and the story of exploitation of the object or collection. 

Ethnographic museum is ever accumulating and ever expanding and it should be tasted to read and learn 

slowly but we have to keep on moving”, he concluded.

 

In a special lecture of the Session, Dr. K. K. 

Chakravarty reflected on museumisation 

and de-museumisation. Museum has to be 

always engaging and participating; and the 

custodian of which should discharge their work 

with full responsibilities. Museum should 

engage not only in collecting the objects but 

also should recollect the traditions. Museum 

should not be confined merely to collection and 

exhibition but should look into the broad 

perspective  where every element of bio-

diversity, geography, life forms, human 

habitation, cultures are subjected to the 

museum. He cited examples of tribal children 

in the dense forest village of Chhattisgarh who 

have deep knowledge of the name and local 

taxonomy of the plant species. They are also well versed with the biotic characteristics and principles. He 

questioned, why none of these knowledge being harvested in the museum and academic domain? The 

transgenerational modification of knowledge of forest is not properly addressed. Imposing mono-culture 

of the mind to the poly-cultural heritage of the community is a serious issue. We the museum makers are 

mute and silent spectators of this bio-cultural holocaust in the name of museumisation. We should show 

an alternative platform in visible and tactical form. He concluded by stating that the dialogical or 

participative venture could allow to escape from this death-drilling machine”, he added. 
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Prof. K.K. Basa presented a paper on 

“ S m a l l  M u s e u m s  M e a n i n g f u l 

I m p l i c a t i o n s :  E x a m p l e s  f r o m 

Manipur”. The paper provided a theoretical 

background from the colonial construct of the 

ethnographic museums in the first part. The 

second part dealt with the alternative within 

the small community/ village museums based 

on his field investigations and on the studies of 

some auto-ethnographers. The third section 

dealt with implications of such small 

museums. He outlined that ethnography and museums played a complementary role in colonial 

discourse. Post- colonial discourse on other hand came up with challenging voice against the colonial 

stereotypes. From auto-ethnographic studies and representations of community oriented village 

museums; these alternative voices appear to have asserted the quest of identity. He argued that in the age 

of advance technology, one should not be anti-technology. On the other hand one should not blindly copy 

the display of western museum in India. “In the west technological splendour is a substitute of the lack of 

context while in India the context is still alive. Therefore a judicious mixture of context and technology is 

needed in India” he added. He cited his studies of museums in Manipur like the Maram Museum at 

T.Khullen village; Ethnological Museum Khoirentak and the Cultural Interpretation Centre of IGRMS; 

Khamba-Thoibi Museum, Ngangkha Lawai village; INA Museum, Moirang and the INA Headquarter, 

Moirang; Cultural Complex Andro (Mutua Museum) and Imphal Peace Museum, MaibamLokpa Ching, 

Manipur. The implications of these had the Hill-valley binaries and beyond. This has important bearing 

on the question of identity. He spoke on museum and community interface (eg. Integration pillar of 

Andro Museum); museum as means of ventilating the voice of the people (Peoples' Museum Kakching); 

Peace Museum came up in the state to celebrate the paradox of war, evoke the message of reconciliation 

for peace and the resilience of Manipuris in confronting the war and moving beyond. He concluded by 

arguing that although these small museums based in Manipur, are far from the political centre stage of 

india, their activities and perspectives are very much in conformity with the centre stage of contemporary 

discourse in anthropology and museum studies.

thDay & Time: Sunday, 28  July 2019-07-29,2:30 pm
Place: 

Rock Art Conference Hall, IGRMS
Chair: 

Prof. Vinay Kumar Srivastav, Director AnSI, Kolkata
Speakers:  

1) Prof. K. K. Basa
2) Prof.Ambika Bipin Patel

TECHNICAL SESSION 2
SESSION TITLE: SPECIAL LECTURES
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Prof. Ambika Bipin Patel, Deptt. of 

Museuology, Maharaj Sayajirao University, 

Baroda presented her paper on “Reflections 

on the Ethnographic Museums of  

Gujarat”. Starting from the pre-independent 

times to the contemporary museums in 

Gujarat, Prof. Ambika highlighted the 

importance of Kutch Museum, Jam Nagar 

Museum, Baroda Museum that also houses 

collections from South Africa and South-east 

Asia and also the Saputar Tribal Museum that 

existed from the pre-independence period. Vaccha Museum greatly involves community participation 

and typically the staff belonged to the village community who represent their language, art, and culture. 

Kalaraksha Museum characterises the involvement of elderly generation participation and helped to 

bridge the people with the collection. She also highlighted missing gaps in terms of interpretations and 

stressed on the need to incorporate interactive and immersive displays and to provide space for the 

differently abled/special children/women. 

DISCUSSION

 

The session ended with an open discussion where some pertinent questions on repatriation 

and intellectual property right were raised to the panel speakers. Adding to the question of 

repatriation Dr. S.B. Chakrabarti threw light into the fascinating aspects of repatriation. The 

question of repatriation sometimes can ensure peaceful bi-lateral relations. He cited a case of 

the Royal Govt. of Bhutan asking repatriation of an object held by the Asiatic Society Kolkata. 

In course of time, the object was sent on loan to fulfil their important social ceremonial 

conduct and now it has been asked to extend the period of loan.
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TECHNICAL SESSION 3
SESSION TITLE: REGIONAL SCENARIO

th
Day & Time: Sunday, 28  July 2019-07-29, 4:00 pm

Place: Rock Art Conference Hall, IGRMS

Chair: Prof.Debarshi Nath, Tezpur University

Speakers:  1) Dr.KunruvaBasavraj

2) Ms. P. Anuradha & Dr. Ashok Sharma

3) Dr.Radhe Yampi

The last sessions of the day's Seminar dealt with 

regional scenario of museums. Dr.Kuruva 

Basavaraj presented his paper on JANPADA 

LOKA, a museum founded to propagate the 

folklore, cultures and traditions of the state of 

Karnataka. The museum is visited by 8000 to 

9000 on average. It has 4 indoor and outdoor 

exhibitions and multipurpose halls. Lok Mata 

Mandir houses important collections among 

which three churning instruments, bamboo 

cradle, rain protector, bamboo storage for 

sambhar, bells of clay leather puppets are 

showcased. Lok Mahalla and Lok Nidhi is the 

gallery hall where life sizes statues are installed. 

In these recreation halls performing art 

presentations and Utsavas are ogranised occasionally. The paper provided a journey to the collections 

and displays in the Janapada Loka, basically an open air museum.

P.Anuradha  presented her paper on 

Ethnographic Museum in the World 

Heritage Sites: A case study of the Advart 

Museum, Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh. She 

outlined the emergence of the museum and 

how it was conceptualised to vastly represent 

the tribal and folk cultures of the then 

undivided Madhya Pradesh.  The r ich 

collections range from the terracottas, wood 

carvings, masks and paintings of Late Jangarh 

singh shyam and Ram singh, Masks, to 

ornaments and metal crafts of the tribal and folk people. She further talked about the poor maintenance 

and display in the museum and highlighted factors as to why the museum even though located amidst the 

prime location of the most visited temple architectural remain there is less footfall of visitors and stands 
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During discussion, Dr. Galla suggested to Dr.Basavraj, that one may present thematically not 

taxonomically. He then suggested to the second presenter to look into the aspects where and how the 

less footfalls could be boosted with effective museum means and also device an approach to engage 

tour operators and tourism sector to raise the footfalls. Dr. K. K. Chakravarty said, Ethnography now 

hangs in isolation. We also need to connect the hinterland, record the dynamics to archaeological and 

contemporary. Finally, the chair of the session remarked that we need to look into the issues of 

authenticity, Intellectual Property Right and vulnerability issues of the museum. 3D printing has 

also posed a threat to the claim that museums are now vulnerable to such technologies. With the 

concluding remarks of the Chair, the seminar ended at 6:15 pm.

in isolation. She pointed out that the location is dominated by the temple architecture. It has poor 

displays and less compatibility to the landscape.  “Extension/ opening of new museum should be made in 

a planned way to avoid the possible conditions of isolation from the visitors”, she concluded.

The last speaker of the session, Dr.Radhe 

Yampi, State Museum, Directorate of 

Research, Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh 

presented her paper on Ethnographic 

Museum of Arunachal Pradesh. In her 

paper she outlined the genesis of Ethnographic 

Museum in the state and how it came to be re-

christened as the Jawaharlal Nehru State 

Museum, Itanagar. The gallery organisation, 

plan and display in the museum were 

discussed in the paper. She largely emphasised 

on the aspects how these displays accompanied proper information. 42 collections baskets in the gallery 

provide information on the technique of the weaving and craftsmanship. She also highlighted the 

important exhibits on wooden crafts of the Khamptis and the Wanchos; 17 rare collections of Tankha 

th th
paintings and also threw light into the collections of archaeological treasures of the 10  to 12  Century 

A.D. in the museum. She also pointed out on the works of their recent development programmes of new 

galleries like the Mountaineering Gallery,North east gallery etc. and also looked into the constraints and 

challenges in maintaining the museum.

DISCUSSION

9



D A Y - 2
29th July 2019

R e g i o n a l S c e n a r i o
T h e m e B a s e d M u s e u m s
E t h n o g r a p h i c M u s e u m : S t a t e I n i t i a t i v e

SESSION TITLE
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Five speakers presented their papers during the Technical Session-8 (Morning) under the Chair of Prof. 

Amreshawar Galla, Chief Curator, Amravathi Heritage Centre & Museum. The session primarily 

focussed on Regional Scenario of the Museums in India where specialisation, various issues, 

challanges, initiatives and curatorship were  discussed. 

Prof. Manvi Seth, Dean (Academic Affairs) 

and Head of the Department of Museuology, 

National Museum Institute, New Delhi, 

presented her paper on “Get Communities 

Involved”. In this paper, Prof. Manvi outlined 

the colonial museum progression beginning 

from the Cabinets of Curiosity to the extent of 

the Industrial Fairs and Exhibitions. She 

described on appearance of museums in many 

forms, collecting practices in the colonial era 

and further explained the paradigm shift on 

the ethnography collections and museums. “From 1857  1911, India had 39 museums and the first 

Directory of Museums was prepared in 1911 and by 1936 before Indian Independence, India had 105 

museums (Markham and Hargreaves Report, Survey of Indian Museums)”, she added. She also 

highlighted the changing perspective of ethnographic museums in the world. For example, in Pitt Rivers 

Musem, Oxford, there is talk of ‘democracy of things’. In the later part of the paper, she described the 

research project on Intangible Cultural Haritage in Ladakh and Uttar Pradesh. The project has developed 

and metamorphosed in many sub projects like capacity building, workshops, museum goes to village 

programme, community related workshops, documentation etc. The project resulted in the form of 

exhibition and seminar leading to the leads to the preservation of Cultural heritage, communication 

among themselves with various cultural issues, through artefacts, demonstration of intangible cultural 

heritage and gave the voice to the community as custodian of culture.

thDay & Time: Sunday, 29  July 2019-07-29, 10:30 am
Place: Rock Art Conference Hall, IGRMS

Chair: Prof.AmreshwarGalla, Chief Curator, Amravathi Heritage Centre & Museum
Speakers:  1) Prof. Manvi Seth
  2) Dr.Sucheta Sen Chaudhuri

  3) Dr.Alka Pande
  4) Ms. Rige Shiba

  5) Ms. Rongnyoo Lepcha

TECHNICAL SESSION 4
SESSION TITLE: REGIONAL SCENARIO
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Dr.Scheta Sen Chaudhuri ,  Central 

University of Jharkhand, Ranchi presented 

her paper on “Ethnographic Galleries in 

Museums of Jharkhand”. This paper discusses 

the case studies on four important museums of 

the state of Jharkhand- The State Museum, 

Ranchi Jharkhand; Jharkhand Tribal 

Museum; Sanskriti Museum, Art Gallery of 

Hazaribagh and Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal 

Research Institute (DRDMTRI). She focused 

on the ethnographic galleries and collections 

displayed in these museums. Later, her paper dealt with the museum at Gumla on the interpretation and 

labelling which, she thought, could be improved, looking into the rich collections of paintings museum's 

possession. Further, she informed that the Tribal Museum of Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Research 

Institute, Ranchi has significant publications of monographs, reports and also books in alternative 

literatures. Her paper also reflects on an important exhibit displayed in the State museum of Jharkhand, 

a branch of wood which people remember the sacrifices made in the freedom struggle. The exhibit marks 

the sentiment of selfless sacrifices of the fighters who were hanged to death after Sipoy Mutiny. She also 

observed the decent way of portraying tribal heroes like Birsa Munda, Jaipal Singh Munda in the 

museum but was critical about the poor information. An exhibit of disseminating information on 

refraining from cutting trees in a diaromatic presentation and portrayal of Jaani Sikar (an Oraon ritual) 

in the museum reflects thoughtful expression of gender representation.

Dr.AlkaPande, Art consultant and curator, 

Visual Art Gallery, India Habitat Centre, New 

D e l h i .  T i t l e  o f  t h e  P a p e r  “  W a y s  o f 

Representation” . “India is not a country, but a 

cosmos” said Dr. Pande. She gave two case 

studies in her presentation curated by her. The 

Kanha Museum of Life and Art in Madhya 

Pradesh and the Open and outdoor space 

in the India Habitat Centre where she did 

the intangibles to a physical space which 

people could interact in that how living culture 

in India are so singular. In her presentation she beautifully explained the story of Gond life, the story of 

Bada dev, Budha dev and their connection with the mahua tree or saja tree and the origin of Bana 

instrument through a gondi song. She advocated for an inclusive heritage, not by cxoticizing the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage.
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Ms. Rige Shiba, National Museum, New 

Delhi. Title of the Paper  “Breaking Stereotypes 

through Museum Learning: A case Study on 

National Museum, New Delhi and RIWATCH 

Museum,  Arunachal  Pradesh.  In  her 

deliberation she put emphasis on more 

sustainable and regular programme rather 

than token workshops. She provided data 

about the visitor profile and learning process of 

the museum and how it connects to the 

anthropological collection of the museum. 

Some issues raised by her include the absence of the ethnic communities in the target group or 

categorized visitors profile list; breaking the stereotype of museum education from being confined to art 

and craft and taking it to another level beyond the pen, paper, colour etc. She explained about the 

sensitive role of  museum educators by citing example from the display of garment in a museum and how 

that display has wrong interpretation about the community due to lack of context, content and concept. 

She showed an animated video of children making mask and visualizing the context of wearing it. In 

addition to this she showed a glance of RIWATCH museum in Arunachal Pradesh, the collections of the 

museum are donated by the community people. An interesting example is the object donated by an 

individual of Nyishi tribe of Arunachal Pradesh after exhuming his mother’s grave. 

Ms Rongynyoo Lepcha, Sikkim University, 

Gangtok, Sikkim presented a paper on 

“Humble  Beginning  of  Ethnographic 

Museums in Sikkim”. In her paper Rongnyoo 

highlighted the museums of Sikkim, their 

collection, curation and display of the objects. 

The museums which she include in her study 

were East Namgyal Institute of Tibetology; 

Directorate of Handicraft and Handloom; 

Raam Gauri Sangrahalaya; North Rokdong 

Museum; Namprikdong museum; Limbo 

cultural canter Museum; South Lepcha Cultural Heritage Centre and she also talked about the upcoming 

department Museum of Sikkim University.

13
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Ms. Ganeev Kaur Dhillon ,  Curator 

(Exhibition) the Partition Museum, Town Hall, 

Amritsar presented her paper titledCreating A 

people's Museum. In her presentation she 

extensively talked about the incidents stories, 

letters, photographs, sketches, precious objects 

of persons attached to the memory of partition 

were on display. She also highlighted the 

challenges they faced to build the museum 

collection with a concept. The partition 

museum has six galleries; some of the 

important displays are dedicated to the experience of woman, experience of dalit, Muraqqa I Chughtai.

Dr. Madan Meena, Honorary Director, 

Adivasi Academy, Tejgarh, ChotaUdepur, 

Gujarat spoke on Museum as celebration of 

community knowledge. Dr. Meena focused on 

Vaacha Museum of Adivasi Academy. It is a 

museum without closed wall where object 

displayed can be touched and felt. The 

museum has many components like Bhasa 

van, library, vasantshala for school children, 

lakhra- tribal artist studio, health clinic, Ayush 

Garden. He showed some of the collections 

like wooden sculptures, musical instuments, tribal paintings, terracotta figures etc. This kind of museum 

TECHNICAL SESSION 5
SESSION TITLE: THEME BASED MUSEUMS

Day & Time: 
th

Sunday, 29  July 2019

Place: 

Rock Art Conference Hall, IGRMS

Chair: 

Dr. Alka Pande, Art Consultant and Curator, 

Visual Arts Gallery, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

Speakers:  

1) Ms. Ganeev Kaur Dhilon 

  2) Shri. Madan Meena 

  3) Shri. Bijan Kumar Mondal

  4) Ms. Tanashree Redij

  5) Mr. Victor Hugo
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stands as an important tool of education especially for loss literate tribal audience for the region. The 

region is chiefly inhabited by the Rathwa community with small population of Bhil community also. The 

well known litterateur Mahasweta Devi’s ashes are kept in the museum.

Dr.Bijan Kumar Mondal, Gurusaday Museum, West Bengal took into the insightful exploration of 

the Gurusaday Museum, Kolkata through his 

p a p e r G u r u s a d a y  M u s e u m :  C o l l e c t i o n s , 

Contributions and changing Presepectives.Dr. 

Mandal showed the wide range of collection of 

Gurusaday Museum like scroll painting, pot, mask, 

varities of Kantha work, kalighat painting, temple 

terracotta plaque, moulds, Metal, Dhokra, Bengal 

toys and dolls and also personal belonging of 

Gurusaday, rich library with 7000 rare books etc.

Ms Tanashree Redij, New Delhi. Title of the topic is  

Exhibition techniques for ethnographic data of 

tradition rituals: A case study of Gaurtvrata from 

Maharashtra .The paper focused on how the 

ethnographic data of rituals focusing on regional 

variations, material culture, technique of making, folk 

lores, mythology etc. She gave an insight on the 

temporary exhibition through the example of Gauri 

Vrata in Maharashtra.

Mr. Victor Hugo, Gomes, presented his paper on 

the Goa Chitra Museum. In his paper, Mr. Victor 

discussed on interesting ethnographic museum, 

known as Goa Chitra Museum. This is a private 

museum with interesting collection of fishing 

communities as well as specimens belonging to 

traditional agricultural practices of Goa. Both the 

aspects are steadily undergoing change. An 

interesting example was the measuring pots- one for 

giving and another for receiving. He emphasized the 

need of preserving the past for the future.  
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Swarup Bhattacharya, Former Curator, 

Maulana Azad Museum, Kolkata. He focused 

on the inception of a Museum on 'Heritage 

Boats of Bengal'. Shri. Bhattacharya explained 

that the artisan involved in the manufacturing 

of local boats sailing on the rivers of Bengal 

belongs to Hindus (80%) and Muslim and 

other castes (20%). These various types of 

boats plying on numerous rivers and water 

bodies in the region are traditionally developed 

based on water current, depth etc. which are 

important features for an effective navigation. He took an initiative to organize a workshop for 

preparation of wooden scale model of Boats. A total of 46 models of different variety were prepared and 

displayed in the public domain. Later, it finds a place in the museum. In this paper he explained that the 

history and heritage of Bengal are connected to its naval power, trade and commerce and museum was 

developed to document showcase the skills and wisdom of the indigenous and marginalised sections of 

people who helped maintain the Bengal's dominance over riverine trade by building and using boats. 

Shri. Kuldeep Kothari, Secretary Rupayan 

Sansthan, Jodhpur.Shri Kothari gave a brief 

account of the Rupayan Sansthan, its vision of 

developing a museum by utilising natural 

resources from the immediate environment. In 

his paper, Mr. Kuldeep explained the regional 

character of Ethnographic Museum that was 

founded on the basis of three staple food zones 

of the region. Looking at the crop patterns in 

the region, the museum tries to explain the 

socio-economic activities and organic 

relationship with seasonal cycle. The paper provides important information on the activities of Rupayan 

Sansthan and ArnaJharna: the Thar Desert Museum known for the collection of Brooms. 

TECHNICAL SESSION 6
SESSION TITLE: THEME BASED MUSEUMS

Day & Time: 
th

Sunday, 29  July 2019
Chair: 

Prof. Manvi Seth, Dean (Academic Affairs) and 
Head of Department, National Museum Institute, New Delhi

Speakers:  
1) Shri. Swarup Bhattacharya

2) Shri. Kuldeep Kothari
3) Shri Neetiraj Singh

4) Shri. Suresh Melettukochi
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S h r i  N e e t i r a j  S i n g h ,  T r i b a l 

Development and Research Centre, 

Bhopal. 

Mr. Singh gave information about the 

formation of a Museum dedicated to the 

Tribal freedom fighters in the State of 

Madhya Pradesh. In his presentation he 

explained how the tribal engaged in a fierce 

struggle to defend for their freedom. There 

are historical accounts of the Gond Kingdom 

against the Britishers using the efficient 

guerrilla war tactics of the Bhil tribe. The Museum is in process of development and it is in the initial state 

of preparing gallery with story lines with oral history and narratives.

Shri Suresh Melettukochi, Remember 

Bhopal Museum.

One of the most shocking stories of thematic 

presentation came from the presentation of 

Mr. Suresh Melettukochi who discussed the 

'Remember Bhopal Museum'. The museum 

narrates the story of the agony and pain of the 

disastrous incident of the human history 

'Bhopal gas tragedy'. It has a gallery known as 

the “Dark Room” that tries to explain the 

tragic incident with the remnants that are housed in the collection of the museum. Objects of 

unforgettable memories like the Sweater of a Child, Chisels used in the post-mortem are placed in the 

museum with photographs of the tragic incident narrating the greatest loss of innocent human life in the 

history of the world. The museum is running with the money received from public. It doesn’t take any 

grant from the Government and Multinational Companies. 
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Shri Sanjay Shukla, Assistant Keeper, 

Anthropological Survey of India, central 

Regional Centre, Nagpur. Shri Shukla 

presented a paper on “Importance of 

Ethnographic  Museums with special 

reference to the Zonal Anthropological 

Museum Nagpur”. He gave an insight on how 

the Zonal Anthropological Museums of AnSI 

established at seven Zones meaningfully 

d i s s e m i n a t e  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e 

anthropological studies. He informed how 

their museum caters to provide resources to the researchers and visitors in understanding the 

Ethnographical account of the biological and cultural heritage of the people of different geographical and 

cultural zones in India.The first Zonal Anthropological Museum was opened as the Sub-Regional Office 

th
at Jagdalpur on 7  April 1978, followed by a Zonal Anthropological Museums that began functioning at 

Nagpur from September, 1978. The repository of Zonal Anthropological Museum, Nagpur has 2552 

artifacts in its possession which are typologically classified into 10 functional categories. The Zonal 

Anthropological Museums act as a repository of supportive visual documentation to the numerous 

research studies undertaken by Anthropological Survey of India encompassing the holistic culture and 

development of various communities (Ethnic Groups) in time and space, he explained. 

18TECHNICAL SESSION 7
SESSION TITLE 

ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUMS: STATE INITIATIVE
Day & Time: 

th
Sunday, 29  July 2019

Chair: 

Prof. I.S. Chauhan, Former High Commissioner of India in Fizi

Speakers:  

1) Shri Sanjay Shukla

2) Miss. Banita Behera

3) Ms. Indu Menon

4) Shri Pratip Brata Bhattacharjee

5) Dr. D. Satyanarayana

6) Ms. Rosie Daswani
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Ms. Banita Behera, Assistant Keeper, Zonal 

Anthropological Museum, Anthropological 

Survey of India, Port Blair. She spoke on the 

topic Zonal Anthropological Museum: the 

future of our past: responding to the gap. In her 

deliberation she highlights the gap between the 

community and the museum. She reflects on 

the initiatives taken up by this zonal museum in 

the recent past to fulfil the communication gap 

and trust by organising an interactive 

workshop with the Jarwas. In the workshop, 

she put the old photographs of the Jarwa community and allowed them to paint on the blank paper. She 

analyzed those paintings and could understand what they want to communicate to the rest of the world. 

The paintings, according to her study clearly indicate their unwillingness and firm resistance against 

external interventions. “Even if we don't understand their language or dialect, we were able to receive the 

message that they don't want to allow outsiders in their territory and resources”, she added. 

Dr. Indu Menon, Lecture and Museum 

M a n a g e r ,  K I R T A D S ,  K e r a l a .  I n  h e r 

presentation, she put forth an argument that 

dioramas presented in the museum appear to 

be the continuum of an expression of human 

zoo. She gave more emphasis to intangible 

culture rather than the bland exhibition of 

objects and artefacts. She pointed out the 

dilemma in the lack of appropriate museum 

management and administration which 

crumbles in propagating the ideas that curators 

hold in their vision.
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Shri Pratip Brata Bhattacharjjee , 

Archivist & Head of office, Tripura State 

Museum. In his paper, he tried to explore the 

rich cultural diversity of North-East India 

repository to the museum collections. Tripura 

and Manipur, once being princely state had a 

close matrimonial alliance with the royal 

linage; his paper reflects the collections that 

provide the historical collection, cultural 

diffusion in a syncretised form. 

Dr. Satyanarayana ,  Curator,  Tribal 

Museum, Hyderabad. Dr. Satyanarayana, in 

his presentation gave detailed information on 

five Tribal Museums of Telangana State. He 

described the exhibitions on three museums 

that are presently functioning in the state. He 

provides an insight into the important 

repositories and exhibitions held by the Nehru 

Centenary Tribal Museum Hyderabad, 

Jodeghat: Kumram, Bheem Memorial Tribal 

Museum and Medaram: Sri Sammakka 

Saralamma Tribal Museum. “There are two more museums coming up at Mannanur: Chenchulaxmi 

Museum and Bhadrachalam: Tribal Museum and they are in process of Development”, he added.

Ms. Rosie Daswani, Museum Advisor, 

Tribal Culture Museum, Pune. She talked 

about the Museum ethics which she feel very 

m u c h  p e r t i n e n t  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  i n 

development of museum in India. She outlined 

the need for an engagement of Museum 

professionals who are well versed with ethical 

issues of museum. 
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V a l e d i c t o r y A d d r e s s
A d d r e s s o f t h e C h a i r
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G r o u p P h o t o

VALEDICTORY SESSION

D A Y - 3
30th July 2019

U n i v e r s i t y M u s e u m s

SESSION TITLE

21



.Mahasingh Poonia, Dharohar Haryana 

Museum, Kurukshetra University Thaneshwar 

presented his paper on Ethnographic 

Collections of Dharohar Haryana Museum 

K u r u k s h e t r a :  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d 

Possibilities. In this paper, he gave an insight 

into the journey of how the Dharohar Haryana 

M u s e u m  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  a d o p t i n g 

e t h n o g r a p h i c  R e s e a r c h  m e t h o d s  o f 

Investigation, Field Survey, Data collection 

and interpretation, Fieldwork, Media, 

Collection of Artifacts, Distribution of Sections, Description of Artifacts, Display and collection of 

feedbacks from the visitors. He provided an account of how occupation-based communities are 

thematically integrated into the displays to rural life of the people of provide a clear picture of the 

Haryana. He stated the future plan of the museum for setting up a Heritage Village soon.

Dr. Debashish Kumar Mondal, presented his paper on 

the Unversity Museum of the Department of Anthropology, 

Calcutta University. Dr. Debashis began his paper 

mentioning the most humble and thoughtful suggestions of 

the very eimminent scholar Tarak Chandra Das who 

suggested practical steps towards the improvement of 

Museums in India. In his paper he described the affluent 

repositories of the department museums in terms of Pre-

history section; Harappan collections, specimens of the 

Physical Anthropology gallery which also houses a specimen of a partial skull of the cast of Sinanthropus. 

He further outlined the Ethnography Museum of the Department in terms of its uniqueness and 

comprehensive nature.

TECHNICAL SESSION 8
SESSION TITLE: UNIVERSITY MUSEUMS

Day & Time: 
thSunday, 30  July 2019

Chair: 

Dr. Kuruva Basavraj, Curator, Janpada Loka, Banglore

Speakers:  

1) Sri. MahasinghPoonia 2) Dr.Debashish Kumar Mondal

3) Ms. Shubhra Devi and Prof.DebarshiNath

4) Dr.TaranathDowerah 5) Sri. Sudarshan Thakur

 6) Dr.Basanta Kumar Mohanta
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Ms. Shubhra Devi and Prof. Debarshi 

Nath had presented a joint paper explaining 

how the collections of Ethnographic objects in 

the Department of Cultural Studies, Tejpur 

University, Assam began as Department 

Museum. The paper explains how they relate 

the objects with the context in a limited space. 

The displays are contextualised with the 

language and oral lores of the region in a 

manner as if the museum is weaving a 

beautiful texture of the culture of the region. 

The Department of Culture Studies started as one of the earliest Departments in 1996 and the Museum in 

th
this Department was conceptualised in 13  August 1998. The objective of setting up a Department 

Museum is to preserve the material culture and study the cultural heritage of the region documenting 

both the tangible and intangible elements of the region and linking the stories of habitats and their 

cultural expression. Ms. Shubra also mentioned various collaborative inter-institutional exercises 

executed by the Department and the museum for enriching the sources of information and collection. In 

this presentation,

Prof. Debarshi Nath outlined that the

museum functions with the Department in 

an integrated way where UNICEF initiatives 

in Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) on 

folklore for community dissemination had 

been given prime concern. 

It tries to reconnect and reclaim the 

knowledge of the glorious past.
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Dr. Taranath  Dowrah, Department of 

Anthropology, Dibrugarh University, Assam 

talked about the Anthropological Museum of 

Indigenous People, the collections of which are 

housed in the Museum of the Anthropology 

Department, Dribugarh University. In his 

presentation, he pointed out the 3 broad 

divisions of the museum as Ethnographic, 

Prehistory and Physical Anthropology 

Sections. His presentation largely focussed on 

the collections of ethnographic objects held 

from different parts of the North-eastern region.

Shri. Sudarshan Thakur, Secretary, SSK, 

Guwahati, gave his presentation on the 

Museum maintained in the Srimanta 

Sankardeva Kalakshetra, Guwahati. Through 

the collections of the museum, he looked at 

ethnicity details of the region and how they 

stepped ahead to preserve and conserve the 

material cultures that reflect the socio-

religious and economic aspects of the tribal 

and folk communities in the state and the 

region.  Purbojyoti Sangrahalay, a Cultural 

Museum, set up 1998 houses cultural objects used by different ethnic groups. He further outlined that 

these objects are displayed with a narrative account against the theoretical backdrop. At the end of his 

presentation, he expressed the need for museum collaborations for bringing a better understanding of 

the profession.

Dr. Basanta Kumar Mahanta, in his paper 

ta lked about  the  Establishment of 

Ethnographic Museum in IGNTU, 

Amarkantak (M.P.): Background, 

Challenges and Prospects. He threw light 

on the background on how the Department 

functioned in an allotted land where there 

were no road and adequate infrastructure. In 

2011, classes were shifted to the temporary 
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building with an allotment of a small section of Department Museum. The paper reflects the arduous 

efforts and how the challenges were faced in developing a museum using intensive fieldwork, study and 

documentation carried out in the early stage of development of the museum. Later in his presentation, he 

incorporated the latest visuals of the museum provided by the Department to visualize the pace of 

development of time. In this presentation, he recalls the memo  meeting with Kosi in due course able

Elwin in the village of Elwin and promised to meet again. The death of Kosi Elwin, he recalls as an 

'unfulfilled dream', which he tries to describe in his paper.

In this session, a presentation from IGRMS 

was added. Shri N. Shakmacha Singh, 

Museum Associate, IGRMS, presented a paper 

on “Mannequins of a Desire: an experiment on 

Museum and Community Interface”. His 

paper talks about a curatorial encounter with a 

group of artists of Meitei community from 

Manipur who visited the galleries of the 

museum to explore the displays presented 

about their culture. Seeing the display of 

costumes for performing art traditions of the 

community in the gallery, the artists expressed their dissatisfaction. The paper explains how museum 

curators devise an approach to resolve their unwillingness. Respecting the desires of the community the 

museum formulated and planned to undertake an experiment to work with the community members 

together and created the Mannequins of the community, the community desired. He concluded that 

Museums across the world use professionally designed Mannequins as an important tool for mounting 

garments. With an innovative approach, the mannequin can effectively be used not only as a subject of 

mount but also can endorse community values and consciousness.

TECHNICAL SESSION 9
SESSION TITLE 

UNIVERSITY MUSEUMS
Day & Time: 

thSunday, 30  July 2019

Chair: 

Shri. Kuldeep Kothari, Secretary, RupayanSansthan, Jodhpur

Speakers: 

1) Sri. N. Shakmacha Singh

2) Miss. Amandeep Kaur & Miss. Navneet Kaur

3) Sri. Subrata Kumar Naik

4) Sri. Nituranjan Das

25



Miss. Amandeep Kaur and Miss Navneet 

Kaur Gill from the Deptt. of Anthropology, Punjab 

University, Chandigarh presented a joint paper on 

“Deconstructing the Concept of a Museum of 

Anthropology: A Case Study of S.R.K. Chopra 

Museum of Man in Chandigarh”. They discussed the 

history and development of the Museum of Man, 

Chandigarh which was founded by S.R.K. Chopra in 

1974; the personal collections of the faculty which 

grew overtime became study material for research 

work for the department, and a repository of knowledge. The museum in this Department has four 

sections divided into Pre and protohistory Gallery; Evolution of Man and fossils gallery; Living Primate 

Gallery and the Ethnographic Gallery. The Ethnographic Section has the Heritage Corner Photography 

Exhibition from IGRMS and moving ahead to make it more participatory and engaging. 

Sri. Subrata Kumar Naik presented his paper on 

Cultural Museum: A Repository of Ethnographic 

Specimens, Department of Anthropology, Utkal 

University, Odisha. Sri Naik talked about three 

segments museum such as Prehistoric Archaeology, 

Biological Anthropology and Cultural Anthropology 

in the Department. He highlighted the educative 

values of the collections of 1000 specimens housed 

in the museum in different categories that belongs 

to the tribal, folk and various ethnic populations of 

the state and also highlighted important collections such as the Paikas of the Medieval Odisha; Khadu, a 

heavy ornament weighing about 8 kg., used by the Kondh women. A few collections come from outside 

the state. He also pointed out some important activities of the museum-like workshops, conservation 

programmes, educational visits etc. initiated in this 

department museum.

Sri. Nituranjan Das from Khalikote Cluster 

University presented a paper on “Challenges of 

safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in Rural 

Museum: A Case Study of Purvasha Folk and Tribal 

Art Museum, Chilika Odish
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VALEDICTORY SESSION

O n  t h i s  c o n c l u d i n g  d a y , 

Valedictory Session commenced 

at 4:00 pm. Prof. Sarit Kumar 

Chaudhuri, Director IGRMS 

graced as the Chairperson of the 

function. Dr. Alka Pande, Art 

Consultant and Curator, 

Visual Arts Gallery, India 

Habitat Centre, New Delhi, 

presented Valedictory Address. In 

her valedictory address, Dr. Alka 

Pande stated that museum mediate between what objects say and what the visitors expect to hear. In this 

regard, the immersive experience is becoming increasingly popular. When Verrier Elwin was 

documenting tribal art, he was documenting the other. In this regard he highlighted the emergence of 

Gond artists like Jangad as important painters. Jyotindra Jain’s ‘Five Contemporary Folk and Tribal 

Artists of India (1998)’ termed  the craftsmen as masters of art. She then talked about different 

exhibitions in the world as well as the activities of IGRMS, Bhopal by which the tribal artists and painters 

are being brought to the center stage of art world.  

Smt. Garima Anand

Museum Associate, IGRMS

delivering ‘Welcome Address’

of the Valedictory Session

THE CONCLUDING DAY IN BRIEF (DAY 3)
Last day of the National Seminar had two Technical Sessions in the morning under the title 

'University Museums' and a total of ten delegates presented the paper under the Chair of 

Dr.KuruvaBasavraj, Curator JanpadaLoka, Banglore and Sri. Kuldeep Kothari, Secretary 

RupayanSansthan, Jodhpur. Both the sessions continued before the lunch break.
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While pointing out the importance of the seminar, Prof. 

Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Chair of the Valedictory 

Session, considered it as an important avenue that had 

brought a sense of connectedness to the ethnographic 

museums,  individuals ,  curators  and museum 

professionals working in different parts of the country. He 

felt that the issue of 'Museum Administration' was lacking 

in the deliberations and discussions and he suggested that 

this is also an area of immense importance in the museum 

discourse. He further pointed out that such an issue could be discussed by organising a collaborative 

workshop in the near future.

 

Prof. K. K. Basa credited the success of the Seminar to the employees of IGRMS who dedicatedly worked 

behind the scene to make it a grand success. He also appraised the Scholars and delegates for their 

enthusiastic presentations and finally informed all the paper presenters to submit their complete paper 

latest by 31st August 2019 without fail. The programme of the day and Valedictory Session was conducted 

by Dr. S.K. Pandey, Asstt. Keeper, IGRMS. Welcome address of the function was presented by Smt. 

GarimaAnand, Museum Associate, IGRMS while Vote of Thanks was proposed by Sri. Rakesh Bhatt, 

Asstt. Keeper, IGRMS. The Seminar concluded with Certificate distribution and a Group Photo Session 

conducted at the Exhibition Hall, Periodical Gallery, Rock Art Centre, IGRMS.

Pro. K.K. Basa, Tagore National Fellow Sri Rakesh Bhatt, Asstt. Curator, IGRMS Dr. S. K. Pandey, Prog. Co-ordinator

Director, IGRMS presenting a momento to Dr. Alka Pande, 
Speaker of the Valedictory Address

Dr. Basanta Kumar Mohanta presenting his recent publication to IGRMS

Pro. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director, IGRMS
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Rapporteur 1

N. Shakmacha Singh
Museum Associate, IGRMS
Presently co-ordinating the activities of Cultural 
Interpretation Centre of IGRMS at Manipur and 
also looking after the Exhibition “Kumharpara” 
as Section -in charge. He active member of the 
editorial team of IGRMS News. 

Rapporteur 2

Shrikant Gupta
Museum Associate, IGRMS
Working as the Section-in charge of the Tribal 
Habitat Open Air Exhibition of IGRMS, he is 
also co-ordinating the activities related to the 
Cultural Interpretation Centre, Majuli, Assam.

Rapporteur 3

Ms. Anuradha Panda
Museum Associate, IGRMS
Posted at the Collection Centre, “Specimen 
Storage” of the museum, she is also looking after 
the exhibition “Mythological Trail” as Section -in 
charge and also as a member of the editorial 
team of IGRMS News. 

RAPPORTUERS

Concept
1) Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri and Prof. K.K. Basa (Concept of the Seminar)

Working Groups
2) Dr. S. K. Pandey, Rajesh Gautam & Supporting staff 

    (Technical Correspondence and Conduct of the Programme)

3) Dr. P. Sankara Rao, Asstt. Keeper; Dr. Pritam Chaudhuri, Lalit Bagul 

    and Staff (Management of vehicle and Transport)

4) Shri H.B.S. Parhiar, Rajeev Jain, D.D. Senapati (Video Documentation); 

    Bhagwan Borde (Audio)

5) Sri. Tapas K Biswas, Sunil Alpuria, Atul Pandey and supporting Staff (Photo Documentation)

6) Sri. Sudhir, Rajendra Kumar Jhariya, Mhd. Rehan and Ravindra Gupta

7) Officials and Staff of Account Section (Travelling Allowance)

     and Canteen Staff (Food)

8) Officials and Staff of Guest House (Accomodation)

9) Shri K. Seshadri, (Power point presentation; Incharge- igrms website, facebook, youtube and other digital interface)
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Director
INDIRA GANDHI RASHTRIYA MANAV SANGRAHALAYA

(National Museum of Mankind)
Shamla Hills, Post Bag # 2, Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh
email: directorigrms@gmail.com

website: www.igrms.com; Phone: 0755-2526458
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