Idakka

A percussion instrument of Kerala
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Introduction

The Idakka or edakka is a percussion instrument
of Kerala and it is very similar to the Damru. While
the Damru is played by rattling the knotted cords
against the resonators whereas the idakka is hung
from the left shoulder with the help of cloth strap
and it is played while standing only with a curved
wooden stick from the right side of instrument
while the position of its body and string are
manipulated simultaneously with the other hand.
This is the only drum which can create all the
variety of musical notes.

It is one of the five instruments that constitute the
Keral: i

to be Devavadyam. It is played during the puja at
temple or as the accompaniment to the sopanam
music and it is also played during presentation of
different dance forms like Kathakali, Mohiniattam
and Krishnattam.
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Ornamentation & Symbolism

*

Idakka is considered as a divine instrument, especially

when it is used during sopanam music and while going

to the temple, during puja sessions for creating a mood

of devotion

~The central part "Kuttyi" forms the body

- Two membranes “Vattam" of Idakka symbolizes sun
and moon.

- The two strings at the edge are forms the individual and

universal soul.

- Four icks "Jeevakkol" four Vedas

- Sam, Rig, Yajur and Atharva Veda

- The 64 woolen balls "Poduppukal” symbolize the 64

Indian art forms.

- The cloth strap “Tholkacha” is used to hang the

instrument from the presenter’s left shoulder, it
represents the holy snake of Lord Shiva.
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The body of the Idakka is made up of the core of
jackfruit tree trunk which is hollow from inside. Both
the ends of its body are of the same h, center part
of the body is comparatively taper and there is a hole
for the passing of air which is called its navel. Two rings
each of one inch thickness are made up of jackfruit
wood having a diameter of about 8 inches and 6 holes
are drilled in these rings for tying the strings. After
that, the membrane should be stuck on the rings in
such a manner that it covers and reaches out of the
circumference of the rings. The membrane is made from
the inner wall of the cow’s stomach and is stuck on to
the rings with a paste made by using boiled rice mixed
with cow dung ash. Both the membrane covered rings
are fixed on either end of the body with cotton ropes.
Idakka has two sides but only the front side is used to
play it. To identity the frontal side, colourful woolen
balls are tied on to that side.



